LIFE   OF   LORD   REDESDALE
could produce. Public opinion was sharply divided. The
Tories were convinced that the safety of the Monarchy
depended on Hardy's conviction; the working classes
were keenly anxious that he should be acquitted. They
acclaimed Erskine as a popular hero, while Sir John
Scott and Sir John Mitford were hissed - when they
appeared, and attempts on their lives were feared. The
verdict of "Not guilty" was received without any demon-
stration in the crowded court, but the shouts of the
people could be heard outside, and when Erskine appeared
he was greeted as the saviour of his country; the horses
were taken out of his carriage and he was drawn home by
his excited admirers.
On the iyth November the trial of Home Tooke for
high treason began, the difficulties surrounding it being
increased by the acquittal of Hardy. The Counsel were
the same, with the exception of the addition of the Hon.
Spencer Perceval for the Crown. The trial lasted six days
and the Solicitor-General felt it to an extraordinary degree,
as he did everything that touched the position of the
Monarchy. He stated the case for the prosecution, and,
anticipating that Tooke's attachment to the Crown and
the Constitution would be brought forward, he said:
"A man may have Monarchy on his lips while his heart is
far from it. We know that the vilest traitor professed his
loyalty and, in the contemplation of that act, cried,
'Hail, Master!' and kissed Him." When he sat down it
was seen that there were tears in his eyes. After an
absence of eight minutes, the jury again returned a verdict
of "Not guilty."
The case against John Thelwall was then proceeded
with, though the other prisoners were discharged. Thel-
wall was a fiery, acrimonious demagogue of a sickly
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